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Greetings  fellow  collectors  of  those  metal  discs  that  preserve  the  history  of  our  great  nation. 

As  many  of  you  may  be  aware,  yours  truly  was  presented,  at  the  ANA  Convention  in  New 
York  City,  with  what  many  consider  the  higher  honor  in  all  of  numismatics  by  the  American 
Numismatic  Association.  It's  the  Farran  Zerbe  Award  given  for  distinguished  service  to  the 
Association  and  numismatics.  Such  was  a  great  honor. 

Our  editor,  Gary  Beedon  was  also  recently  presented  with  the  Krause  Numismatic  Ambassador 
Award  at  the  Golden  State  Coin  Show  in  California  on  August  24,  2002.  This  prestigious  honor 
is  voted  on  by  past  recipients  or  our  numismatic  peers.  Congratulations  to  this  wonderful 
recipient.  Now  that  Gary  is  an  Ambassador,  maybe  Mary  (SUSCC  treasurer)  should  be  referred 
to  as  the  Ambassador's  wife. 

Record  prices  were  established  for  many  1892-1954  classic  commemorative  issues  especially  at 
Heritage's  New  York  Signature  Sale,  7/27-29/02.  An  MS-68  PCGS  1936-D  Columbia,  S.C. 
brought  $23,000  plus  15%.  An  MS-68  PCGS  Gettysburg  went  for  $26,000  plus  15%.  One  MS-68 
1915-S  Panama  Pacific  2V2  dollar  hammered  at  $33,000  plus  15%.  An  NGC  MS-68  1937-D 
Oregon  Trail  brought  $10,000,  plus  15%  while  an  NGC  MS-67  1951-S  Washington-Carver  went 
for  $3,700  plus  15%.  Many  other  MS-65  through  MS-67  encapsulations  sold  for  way  over  cur¬ 
rent  greysheet  price  levels.  Many  modern  issues  are  sought  by  new  collectors  entering  the 
market  place,  as  well  as  cash  from  collectors  and  investors  who  are  seeking  a  better  haven. 

See  you  in  January  2003. 

Numismatically  yours, 

d/tida/u/  J.  Suuate/i 
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The  Vice  President’s  Report 

By  Bob  Van  Ryzin  (R-1973,  WI) 


It's  Trail  time  again,  and  editor  Gary  Beedon  tells  me 
he  is  finding  it  hard  to  scrape  up  new  material  to  keep 
up  with  four  issues  of  the  journal  each  year.  If  you  can 
lend  a  hand,  I  urge  you  to  do  so.  Being  an  editor 
myself,  I  know  deadlines  are  no  fun,  and  any  help  is 
well  appreciated. 

I  sent  along  a  piece  on  Oregon  Trail  pioneer  Ezra 
Meeker's  involvement  in  the  Oregon  Trail  hah  dollar, 
which  Gary  may  or  may  not  use.  It's  one  of  those 
stories  that  goes  to  show  that  every  commemorative, 
whether  or  not  it  was  the  object  of  sales  exploitation, 
has  a  good  story  behind  it. 

Although  the  Oregon  Trail  hah  dollar  program  is  often  criticized  for  the  glut  of  corns  issued,  it 
started  out  as  a  genuine  attempt  to  mark  the  heroism  of  those  who  traveled  this  famous  trail  to 
the  West  in  the  wake  of  the  discovery  of  gold  in  California. 

There  are  plenty  of  other  commems  with  similar  stories,  of  the  kind  that  would  make  a  great 
addition  to  this  journal  and  help  make  our  editor's  deadlines  less  strenuous.  Again,  please 
consider  jotting  something  down  and  sending  it  along  to  the  editor.  He'll  gladly  clean  it  up  (if 
necessary),  and  you'll  no  doubt  get  a  kick  out  of  seeing  something  you  wrote  or  contributed  in 
print. 

I'm  just  back  from  New  York  and  the  society's  meeting  in  conjunction  with  the  American 
Numismatic  Association's  World's  Fair  of  Money.  We  had  a  small  representation  at  the  Satur¬ 
day  morning  meeting. 

Our  president  bemg  ill,  I  went  ahead  with  a  talk  Anthony  and  I  had  planned  to  give  on  Trygve 
Rovelstad's  Pioneer  Memorial  and  the  Elgin  half  dollar.  Fortunately,  Anthony  recovered 
enough  for  that  evening's  ANA  banquet,  where  he  received  the  ANA's  prestigious  Farran  Zerbe 
Memorial  Award  for  Distinguished  Service.  Congratulations,  Anthony!  It's  an  honor  well 
deserveci. 

Van  Sliyiln 
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“TRAIL  MIX " 


E-mail  from  Michael  Anzalone  (New  Member) 

Why  do  so  many  Missouri's  graded  MS63-MS65  look  AU58? 


E-mail  from  Vern  Mackey  (New  Member) 

My  name  is  Vern  Mackey  and  I  have  just  recently  start  to  collect  the  Modern  Commemorative 
coins.  I  find  them  fascinating  and  they  are  in  an  affordable  price  range. 

I  have  a  question.  Recently  I  purchased  a  1989  D  Congress  Bicentennial  Silver  Dollar.  After  I 
put  it  in  my  album  with  the  Proof  version  of  the  same  coin  I  noticed  that  the  reverse  of  this  coin 
was  not  in  the  normal  orientation.  This  reverse  of  this  coin  is  in  what  I  believe  is  called  Medal 
orientation.  I  have  been  trying  to  find  out  more  about  this  coin  but  have  not  had  very  good  luck. 
I  have  purchased  both  editions  of  Anthony  Swiatek's  "Commemorative  Coins  of  the  United 
Stated"  and  about  all  that  it  indicated  is  that  there  are  only  a  small  number  of  these  made.  My 
question  is  where  can  I  find  out  more  about  this  coin  and  what  is  its  value? 

I  have  sent  the  coin  to  PCGS  to  be  graded  and  certified. 

If  I  join  the  Society  for  U.S.  Commemorative  Coins  are  there  people  knowledgeable  on 
Modern  Commemoratives? 

Any  assistance  will  be  greatly  appreciated. 

My  email  address  is  vmackey@tax.state.vt.us 

Thanks  for  your  time. 

Vern 


E-mail  from  Harry  Simon 

I  went  to  the  bank  this  morning  and  asked  the  teller  if  she  had  any  halves.  She  said  yes  and 
sold  me  a  roll  of  20  halves  at  face  value.  I  took  it  home  and  found  the  following: 

1  -  1946  Booker  T  Washington  Half  in  EF 
6  -  1964  90%  Kennedy  halves 
8  -  40%  Kennedy  halves 
5  -  clad  Kennedy  halves 
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E-mail  from  Ray  Rubio 


Commemorative  Coin  [or  Medal]  Design? 


Dear  SUSCC, 

I  am  Ray  Irwin  Rubio  oi  Davao  City,  Philippines.  I  am  the  winner  of  the  recent  commemorative  coin 
contest  conducted  over  www.squareonegraphics.com  last  January  2002.  I  am  currently  looking  for  non¬ 
profit  organization  like  you  to  sponsor  or  make  the  designed  coin  into  reality  and  as  I've  come  across  to 
your  web  site,  I  was  wondering  it  you  are  interested  to  use  my  winning  design  coin  for  minting.  I  am 
WILLING  to  give  to  you  the  lull  details  ot  this  design  if  you  want  without  asking  any  amount  in  return.  I 
will  be  glad  to  see  this  com  minted  soon...  and  hopefully  wanted  to  have  just  a  coin  to  keep  when  done. 
Please  let  me  know  if  you  are  interested.  Attached  here  is  the  design  of  the  coin. 

Ray  Rubio 


Another  E-mail  from  Ray  Rubio 


Dear  Mr.  Beedon, 

Thanks  so  much  for  the  quick  reply.  YES,  I  am  willing  to  let  this  be  published  in  your  journal.  If 
somebody  in  your  members  get  interested  in  minting  the  coin  I'll  be  more  even  glad.  Unfortunately,  I 
don't  have  a  larger  version  of  the  com  in  my  drive  and  the  original  size  version  of  the  coin  is  same  as  you 
received.  Please  let  me  know  if  you  need  more  details. 

Here  is  the  specification  of  the  coin:  coin  dimension:  3"  x  3"  Coin  Silver 
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1  he  concept  of  this  design  derived  from  the  terrorists  attack  in  the  US  particularly  in  the  World  Trade 
(.'enter  towers.  The  design  showed  2  buildings  (WTC)  being  struck  by  the  2  planes  in  the  real  attack.  But 
instead  ot  show  ing  off  the  crushed  area  of  the  building,  1  realized  to  replace  it  with  a  crumpled  U.S.  Hag 
to  give  more  meaningful  implication.  The  idea  is  merely  telling  the  terrorists'  target  is  the  US.  Around  the 
coin  is  the  text  United  States  of  America  and  the  bottom  part  is  an  array  or  stars  having  the  same  number 
that  you'll  see  in  the  U.S.  flag.  The  center  of  the  coin  overlays  by  a  Bald  Eagle  which  symbolizes  the 
umt\'  ot  the  people  in  the  U.S.  You  will  also  read  the  date  of  the  attack  below  the  building. 

Ray  Irwin  Rubio  (r2n@hotmaii.com) 


E-mail  from  Harry  Simon 

Dear  Commemorative  Society, 

At  a  flea  market  I  bought  a  rare  tarnished  pure  silver  half  dollar  for  $25.00.  With  the  help  of  a 
neighbor,  who  collects  coins,  we  looked  in  his  book  on  United  States  coins.  We  think  it  is  the  1946  Iowa 
“Statehood  Centennial”  half  dollar.  We  made  it  lots  brighter  with  Ajax  cleaner  and  found  a  small  black 
filled  hole  in  it. 

Does  it  affect  the  value? 


E-mail  from  Dr.  Ken  Mahood  (new  member) 

Hi  Gary: 

Thank  you  so  much  for  your  prompt  and  informative  reply  received  this  morning.  I'd  like  to  thank  you 
and  the  society  for  permitting  me  to  be  a  part  of  such  an  endeavor.  As  much  as  I  enjoy  modem 
commemoratives,  I  remain  at  a  loss  over  what  to  look  for,  except  to  use  some  common  sense.  My  friend 
of  25  years.  Clay  Everhart  is  President  of  the  Virginia  Numismatic  Assoc.  He's  been  trying  to  get  me  into 
early  colonial  coppers  for  years  (he  has  one  of  the  best  collections  in  the  US).  In  one  way  that's  inviting  - 
only  about  40  or  50  coins  (but  very  high  priced).  However,  I  have  come  to  admire  the  art  and  beauty 
found  on  the  wonderful  silver  dollar  issues  and  some  of  the  $5  coins  in  gold.  I'll  stick  to  commems.  For 
now  I  am  only  doing  the  modem  commems. 

I  did  want  to  tell  you  I  have  found  and  purchased  both  the  UNC  and  Proof  of  the  Smithsonian  -  I 
believe  at  grey  sheet  prices  or  slightly  below.  A  place  called  Allen's  in  Ohio.  Any  suggestions  over  what 
to  do  next? 

Lastly,  I  would,  indeed,  enjoy  speaking  with  any  in  the  society  who  could  give  advise.  Also,  with 
regard  to  grading  coins,  I  need  to  know  what  is  the  best  book  or  publication  to  assist. 
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Dr.  Ken  Mahood  (musikdok@erols.com) 


Anthony  Swiatok  (R-0004)  received  the  American  numismatic  Association's  highly 
coveted  Ferran  Zerbe  Award  at  the  ANA  Awards  Banquet  August  3,  2002  in  New'  York.  Take  a 
look  at  the  2-page  ANA  Press  Release  in  this  issue,  which  contains  almost  everything  known 
about  Anthony,  even  more  than  the  KGB  knows.  Congratulations  to  Anthony  for  receiving  this 
prestigious  numismatic  award.  This  is  the  top  ANA  award!  That  is  it!  For  those  of  you  who  are 
ANA  members,  take  a  look  at  the  front  cover  of  their  publication.  The  Numismatist.  Just  look  at 
Swiatek' s  smile.  To  his  friends  he  is  still  Anthony,  and  not  Mr.  Swiatek. 

Roy  Iwata  (R-0566)  wins  a  large  eagle  at  the  Golden  State  Coin  Show'  August  24,  2002  in 
Arcadia,  CA.  His  exhibit  titled,  1926  Sesquicentennial  Coins  took  first  place  in  U.S. 
Commemorative  Coins  category.  Sponsors  of  the  category  are  Gary  and  Mary  Beedon.  We  gave 
Roy  the  bird. 

Gary  Beedon  (R-2330)  received  the  Numismatic  Ambassador  Award  from  Numismatic 
News  at  the  Golden  State  Com  Show  August  24,  2002  in  Arcadia,  CA.  Other  current  SUSCC 
members,  who  have  received  Numismatic  Ambassador  Awards  in  the  past  are  as  follow's:  Art 
Kagin  (2001),  Lee  Gong  (2000),  Phil  Iversen  (2000),  Michael  Stanley  (2000),  Ralph  Langham 
(1997),  Jerry  Lebo  (1997),  Frank  DuVall  (1996),  Michael  Turrini  (1996),  David  Lange  (1994), 
Roger  Cazin  (1993),  Anthony  Swiatek  (1993),  Leon  Hendrickson  (1991)  and  Bill  Fivaz  (1982). 
Did  we  miss  any  members? 

Phil  Iversen  (R-1243)  designed  a  1.5"  Norse  medal  (similar  to  the  real  Norse  medal)  for 
the  Numismatic  Association  of  Southern  California.  As  some  of  you  know',  Iversen  is  the 
current  president  of  NASC.  Take  a  look  at  Phil's  medal  below.  Notice  the  reversed  partial 
SONY  name  from  the  camera  reflection  in  the  right  field. 
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SUSCC  Membership 

Donations 

Les  Watson  (material  and  two  books) 

New  Members 

R-3020  Dr.  Ken  Mahood 

R-3019  Jeffrey  Silverstein 

R-3018  Barry  Pahel 

R-3017  Vein  Mackey 

R-3016  Harold  Olsen  (Sponsor:  Patrica  Davis) 

Correction 

Opps!  SUSCC  Junior  Member  Jerrame  S.  Glenn  was  reported  as  a  new  member  in  error 
in  the  last  issue.  Your  secretary  was  out  riding  the  bell  rope  on  this  one! 

Resigned 

Douglas  Lawrence  Don  Potter 

Reinstated  Members 

R-1205  Fred  Weinberg  R-2192  Art  M.  Kagin 


TALKING  CCni/mSmQ£AT7V=S 


That  will  be  one  dollar  to  pass! 
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THE  AMERICAN  NUMISMATIC  ASSOCIATION  ( Press  Release) 


Anthony } .  Swiatek 

Receives  ANA's 

2002  Farran  Zerbe  Award 

Anthony  J.  Swiatek,  this  year's  recipient  of  the  American  Numismatic  Association's  (ANA) 
Farran  Zerbe  Memorial  Award  for  Distinguished  Service,  is  a  teacher,  a  counselor,  and  a  friend 
to  the  hobby,  science  and  business  of  numismatics. 

Coins  -  their  collection  and  the  study  of  their  beauty,  history  and  lore  -  have  been  his  passion 
since  he  was  11,  when  he  received  a  United  States  Mint  proof  set  and  a  1921  Pilgrim  Tercen¬ 
tenary  commemorative  half  dollar  for  Christmas. 

Four  days  after  his  61st  birthday  on  July  31,  Swiatek,  who  is  general  chairman  of  the  ANA's 
1 1 1th  Anniversary  Convention  in  New  York  City  this  month,  will  receive  the  ANA's  highest  honor 
-  the  Farran  Zerbe  Memorial  Award  for  Distinguished  Service  -  on  Saturday  evening,  August  3, 
at  the  awards  banquet. 

Today,  Swiatek  operates  Swiatek-Minerva  Coins  and  Jewelry,  Ltd.  in  Manhasset,  New  York, 
with  his  wife,  Gloria,  and  produces  a  newsletter  about  the  numismatic  marketplace,  "The 
Swiatek  Report."  He  is  a  member  of  more  than  20  coin  clubs  and  organizations  around  the 
country  and  served  10  years  on  the  ANA  Board  of  Governors,  including  terms  as  president  and 
vice  president. 

Ever  the  teacher,  Swiatek  frequently  volunteers  as  a  speaker  and  instructor  for  many  of  the 
organizations  to  which  he  belongs.  At  ANA  conventions,  he  always  can  be  found  leading  a 
Numismatic  Theatre  presentation.  The  perpetual  student,  he  expanded  his  own  knowledge  by 
studying  for  the  ANA's  World  Series  of  Numismatics,  a  mind-challenging  game  of  wits  held  at 
the  Association's  summer  conventions.  He  captained  his  team  -  Minerva's  Conquerors  -  to 
victories  in  1992,  '93,  '95  and  '97,  and  a  fifth  time  in  1998,  in  "The  Tournament  of  Past 
Champions." 

Outside  the  classroom  and  lecture  circuit,  Swiatek  continues  his  instruction  with  his  writings, 
receiving  the  ANA's  Heath  Literary  Award  and  Wayte  and  Olga  Raymond  Memorial  Literary 
Award,  as  well  as  several  Numismatic  Literary  Guild  awards.  He  is  the  author  of 
Commemorative  Coins  of  the  United  States',  co-author  of  Encyclopedia  of  United  States  Silver 
and  Gold  Commemorative  Coins,  1892-1954',  and  The  Walking  Liberty  Half  Dollar. 

Swiatek  is  a  recipient  of  the  ANA's  Outstanding  Adult  Advisor  Award,  Glenn  Smedley  Memorial 
Award  and  Medal  of  Merit.  He  also  received  the  Great  Eastern  Numismatic  Association's  first 
Frank  J.  Caggiano  Literary  Award.  In  1993  he  was  named  a  Numismatic  Ambassador  by 
Numismatic  News. 

Copyright  ©  2002  ANA® 

Editor’s  note:  ANA  press  release  shortened  to  fit  on  one  page. 
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Commemora  tive 
Surcharge  Recipients 
Should  honor 
Collector  Contributions 


By  Steven  Bieda 


Since  the  resumption  of  the  commem¬ 
orative  coin  series  twenty  years  ago, 
numerous  organizations  have  benefited 
from  millions  of  dollars  in  surcharge 

revenue. 

Collectors  have,  for  example,  funded,  in  no 
particular  order,  everything  from  the 
construction  and/or  restoration  of  various 
monuments  and  historical  sites  across  this 
nation.  In  addition,  surcharge  revenue  from 
commemorative  coin  sales  has  funded 
Scholarship  programs  and  international 
athletic  games. 

Very  few  of  the  recipient  organizations, 
unfortunately,  have  recognized  in  any 
permanent  manner,  the  contributions  of 
collectors  who  purchased  the  special 
commemorative  coins. 

This  is  unfortunate.  Such  recognition  could 
generate  more  interest  in  numismatics  as 
well  as  the  contributing  coin  program. 
Perhaps  more  importantly,  it  is  only  right  to 
thank  collectors  for  their  numerous 
(admittedly  not  freely  given)  contributions. 
As  a  designer  of  one  of  the  commemorative 


half  dollars  issued  in  the  1990's  (reverse  of 
the  1992  Olympic  Half  Dollar)  and  a  leading 
proponent  and  initiator  of  another 
upcoming  commemorative  (2004  Thomas 
Edison  Silver  Dollar),  I  was  pleased  to  visit 
the  Olympic  Training  Center  in  Colorado 
Springs,  Colorado,  where  I  had  the 
opportunity  to  see  the  building  constructed 
with  surcharge  revenue  from  the 
approximately  $8.9  million  dollars  raised 
from  the  sale  of  the  1992  Olympic 
Commemorative  coins. 

I  was  pleased  to  see  that  the  United  States 
Olympic  Committee  erected  not  one,  but 
two  separate  bronze  markers  at  the  entrance 
of  the  Aquatic  Training  Center.  The  bronze 
plaques  recognize  and  thank  the  collector 
community  for  the  purchase  of  the  1992 
Olympic  Commemoratives  -  the  very  coins 
whose  sale  helped  fund  the  construction  of 
the  facility. 

It  would  be  nice  if  other  recipient  organ¬ 
izations  would  do  the  same.  Collectors 
deserve  this  small  recognition. 

(See  next  page  for  Steven  Bieda's  photos) 
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Steven  Bieda  at  the  Olympic  Aquatics  Training  Center  in  Colorado  Springs,  CO 
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By  Anthony  J.  Swiatek 

This  article  is  written  for  the  beginning 
collector  who  has  just  entered  the 
world  of  coin  collecting.  It  is  also  directed 
at  the  bargain  hunter  and  those  in  our 
hobby  who  believe  their  grading  skills  are 
better  than  mediocre,  but  less  than 
excellent. 

Recently,  I  was  forwarded  five  raw  (un¬ 
encapsulated)  coins  sent  on  approval  to  a 
neophyte  collector  by  several  dealers.  They 
consisted  of  a  MS-63  1928  Hawaiian  priced 
at  $1,500,  a  MS-61  1922  Grant  with  Star 
valued  at  $850,  an  AU-58  1937  Antietam  at 
$310.  These  are  all  commemorative  half 
dollars.  Another  included  coin  was  an  AU- 
58  1839-D  (DAHLONEGA)  $5  half  eagle 
priced  to  sell  at  $12,500.  The  fifth  coin  was 
a  Brilliant  UNC  1847-P  $2-1/2  quarter  eagle 
offered  at  $3,995.  My  analysis:  The 
Hawaiian  was  lightly  whizzed  only  on  the 
obverse  to  simulate  mint  luster  and  to  hide 
not  only  definite  loss  on  Capt.  Cook's 
cheekbone  —  but  un-eye  appealing  marks 
in  the  field.  Worth  between  $750-$950.  The 
Grant  with  Star  was  also  whizzed  on 
Grant's  portrait,  to  hide  wear  and  marks. 


worth  $275  -  $350  approximately.  The 
Antietam  was  polished.  The  worst  abuse 
I've  ever  seen  for  the  issue.  Have  seen 
dealers  pay  $175  -  $200  for  pieces  with  less 
abuse.  More  about  those  gold  issues  later  in 
this  article. 

As  most  of  us  know,  the  term  "raw" 
means  these  items  are  not  permanently 
slabbed  or  encapsulated  by  a  major  third 
party  grading  service.  Upon  inspection  of 
most  such  purchases  by  the  un- 
knowledgeable,  either  via  the  mail, 
collection  appraisal  or  at  coin  conventions, 
the  end  result  in  most  cases  is  the  same. 
Their  corns  were  over-graded!  Dealers  at 
various  shows  have  shown  me  similar 
material,  in  total  disbelief!  Should  the 
buyer  be  fortunate  enough  to  cross  paths 
with  an  honest  knowledgeable  dealer,  while 
the  coin  was  sent  during  the  approval 
period,  he  or  she  can  be  made  aware  of  the 
problem. 

Whenever  an  observation  is  made  for  a 
coin  offered  at  $499.00  or  $7,995  or  more, 
and  it  not  slabbed  by  a  major  grading 
service,  I  exclaim  "why  not?"  A  figurative 
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red  flag  pops  up  immediately.  Here's  why. 
Let's  use  our  1847-P  $2-1/2  Liberty  (Coro¬ 
net)  quarter  eagle  gold  piece  as  an  example. 
The  ad  informed  the  potential  buyer  that 
this  "raw"  com  was  Brilliant  Uncirculated 
(BU)  at  $3,995.  Price  was  in  line  with  retail 
price  guides.  Unfortunately,  when  exam¬ 
ined,  this  coin  was  "doctored"  to  hide  its 
slight  definite  wear  on  its  high  point  or  first 
area(s)  to  indicate  a  metal  loss  and  several 
digs  or  marks.  The  term  BU  now  means 
Been  Used!  If  the  piece  could  be  rated  un¬ 
doctored  AU-58,  it  would  be  valued  at  an 
approximate  $2,500  retail.  Not  a  bad  profit 
for  this  seller.  Deplorably,  a  doctored  AU- 
58  piece  is  worth  less.  How  much  less?  Try 
$1,950.  Now  that's  a  nice  profit  for  this 
seller  and  a  real  downer  for  the  buyer,  who 
will  eventually  and  sadly  discover  what  the 
issue  is  worth  and  may  leave  the  coin 
collecting  hobby  for  good. 

What  do  we  mean  by  the  term  doctoring? 
Doctoring  is  a  form  of  surface  alteration 
who  primary  objective  is  to  hide  slight 
metal  loss,  fine  scratches  and/or  bag  marks 
on  a  coin's  obverse  portrait  or  field,  etc.,  or 
damage.  It  can  mean  polishing  or  whizzing 
to  various  degrees.  Whizzing  is  where 
metal  is  moved  mechanicallv  to  simulate 

J 

mint  luster  or  create  the  illusion  of  original 
luster.  Thus,  a  new  or  undoctored  attractive 
look  is  presented  to  the  neophyte.  Silver 
coins  can  be  artificially  toned  to  hide  the 
above  mentioned  surface  alterations  and 
therefore,  not  being  encapsulated  by  the 
major  third  party  grading  services. 

The  1839-D  (Dahlonega)  Coronet  $5  half 
eagle  gold  price  was  advertised  "raw" 
as  AU-58  for  $12,500.  Approximate  real 
value  is  $17,500!  Such  a  buy  generated 
instantaneous  BARGAIN  HUNTER  attract¬ 
ion.  Not  enough  people  logically  question 
why  is  this  coin  being  offered  at  this  level. 
Upon  inspection,  this  doctored  com  was 
valued  at  $6,000  to  $7,000.  Nice  dealer 
profit.  Sad  buyer  loss. 


Coinage  with  large  price  spreads  between 
grades  are  special  favorites  of  specific 
dealers  and  especially  the  unscrupulous 
type  of  boiler  room  operations.  Concerning 
the  latter,  they  also  have  no  scruples  when 
selling  coins  to  the  uninformed.  They  will 
think  nothing  of  selling  a  raw  coin  for 
$7,000  that's  worth  $100  or  less!  I've  been 
involved  in  legal  cases  where  the  said  was  a 
reality. 

Lessons  to  be  learned:  In  my  opinion,  one 
should  never  purchase  a  raw  coin  —unless 
they  are  proficient  or  skilled  in  grading 
coins.  Make  sure  you  procure  comage 
encapsulated  by  a  major  third  party  service. 
If  the  seller  does  not  want  to  have  the 
offered  coin  encapsulated  by  the  said,  I 
would  look  elsewhere  or  question  the 
reasoning.  Then  check  his  or  her  response 
with  other  dealers  as  to  the  service  he  or  she 
wants  to  use.  Remember  you  want  your 
interest  protected  via  another  respected 
opinion. 

In  my  opinion,  strongly  recommend  not 
buying  coins  over  $100  which  are  housed 
in  any  hard  plastic  holder  that  snaps  open, 
slides  open  or  has  to  be  unscrewed  to  be 
opened,  or  clear  2"X2"  soft  plastic  or  Mylar 
holders  (both  known  as  FLIPS)  or  stapled 
cardboard  holders  with  a  cellophane  type 
coin  window.  Why?  Should  they  be  over¬ 
graded  or  doctored  you  most  likely  will 
have  a  difficult  time  getting  back  your 
money.  You  may  hear:  "that's  not  the  coin  I 
sold  you"  or  "you  did  something  to  the  com 
to  lower  its  value,"  such  as  clean  the  coin, 
etc.  Never  remove  a  coin  from  a  sealed  or 
stapled  flip  or  any  sealed  holder.  Why? 
Should  you  discover  the  coin  is  over-graded 
or  has  problems,  you  have  virtually  no 
recourse.  You  will  hear  that  you  messed  up 
the  piece,  etc.  Save  yourself  the  potential 

grief- 

Remember,  there  are  bargains  in  numis¬ 
matics,  but  you  must  be  numismatically 
astute  to  find  them  when  the  opportunity 
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or  MS-65 


presents  itself.  So  pass  on  the  com,  which 
might  cost  $550  that  is  being  offered  raw 
for  $275  or  $300  —  unless  you  are  an 
expert'  Ash  yourself  as  to  why  such  a 
discount  is  offered. 

Also,  be  aware  that  while  a  coin  can  be 
encapsulated  bv  various  grading  services, 
they  may  not  bring  equal  value,  even  if  they 
indicate  the  same  grade.  Strictness  in 
standards  can  differ.  I  have  seen  them 
bring  equal  market  value  at  major  coin 
auctions  and  conventions,  but  this  is  not 
always  the  case.  True  gradmg  skills  are 
required  to  differentiate  or  recognize  the 
grading  differences  between  different 


services  MS-60  coins 
encapsulations. 

Example:  Saw  an  1870-S  $1  gold  piece 
graded  MS-60  by  a  lesser  service.  Coin 
should  be  worth  $l,750-$2,000.  It  sold  for 
$675.  Why?  It  was  really  an  AU-55+  piece 
originally,  but  brought  less  than  AU  money 
because  it  was  lightly  cleaned!  Such 
material  is  used  for  sale  by  the  nonscrup- 
ulous  telemarketer  or  dealer. 

It  is  important  to  know  the  reputation  of 
the  grading  service  holder  your  coin  is 
slabbed  in  and  what  it  is  really  worth. 
Remember,  knowledge  is  power  —  but  only 
when  you  use  it.  r 


Annual  membership  moves  from  August  to  January! 

In  the  past  the  SUSCC  dues  renewal  date  has  been  from  August  Is'  of  one  year  to  August  1sl 
of  the  next  year.  We  can  only  guess  that  the  SUSCC  officers  that  formed  the  society  years  ago 
had  valid  reasons  to  go  with  August  of  each  year  for  dues  renewal.  As  the  new  editor,  I  would 
guess  that  it  had  something  to  do  with  the  annual  ANA  conventions  every  July  and  August. 
Maybe  it  was  easy  to  collect  dues  then.  If  you  know  the  reason  why,  please  write  to  us. 

What  we  propose  is  to  change  the  annual  dues  renewal  date  for  SUSCC  members  from 
August  1st  of  every  year  to  January  1st  of  every  year.  This  will  be  in  conformity  with  most 
numismatic  organizations  and  clubs  with  annual  memberships.  We  will  extend  all  SUSCC 
member’s  from  August  to  January.  This  will  result  in  a  temporary  time  span  where  there  will  not 
be  a  journal. 

For  example,  If  your  membership  is  due  in  August,  it  will  now  be  due  in  January  instead  of 
August.  If  your  membership  card  is  good  up  to  August  2002  (most  are),  then  it  moves  to 
January  1st.  If  you  have  sent  in  your  dues,  we  will  issue  a  new  membership  card  with  a  date  of 
12/2003  instead  of  8/2003.  Think  of  it  as  moving  the  dates  further  out  by  four  months.  If  your 
membership  card  is  good  beyond  August  2002  (some  are),  then  we  will  adjust  the  dues 
amounts  on  your  dues  notices  to  fall  in  line  with  the  new  dates.  Dues  notices  should  be  in  the 
mail  before  November  of  this  year. 

How  will  this  affect  dates  for  The  Commemorative  Trail  for  the  following  year?  This  will  allow 
us  to  try  to  set  relative  due  dates  (wish  dates?)  for  the  publication.  If  we  have  enough  material  to 
print  four  journals  per  year,  we  will  go  with  the  following  due  date  schedule:  January  1st,  April  1st, 
July  1st  and  October  1st.  If  we  do  not  have  enough  material,  then  we  will  go  with  three  journals 
per  year  The  schedule  would  be  January  1st,  May  1st  and  Sept  1st.  Journals  should  be  in  your 
mailboxes  five  to  six  weeks  later  if  everything  goes  as  planned.  But,  things  rarely  go  as  planned! 
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w  iscorvsirv  (Se-nte. nnicil 

■Half  Dollar 


Editor’s  Note:  PHOTO  PROOF ™  article  courtesy  of  Numismatic  Guarantee  Corporation 
and  David  Lange. 


When  collectors  are  asked  to  identify 
their  favorite  U.S.  commemorative 
coins,  the  answers  given  frequently  include 
titles  such  as  Oregon  Trail,  Panama-Pacific, 
Gettysburg  and  California  Jubilee.  Rarely 
heard,  if  at  all,  is  the  name  Wisconsin. 
Having  neither  an  attractive  design  nor  any 
unique  features,  to  many  collectors  it  seems 
just  one  of  those  coins  needed  to  complete  a 
type  set.  Yet,  all  commemoratives  tell  a 
story,  whether  it  be  about  the  theme 
depicted  or  about  the  coin  itself.  In  this 
respect,  the  Wisconsin  Territorial 
Centennial  half  dollar  is  fully  equal  to  its 
peers. 


As  the  name  implies,  this  issue  marks  the 
100th  anniversary  of  Wisconsin's  achieving 


territorial  status  within  the  United  States,  an 
event  that  occurred  in  1836.  It  didn't 
become  an  actual  state  until  1848.  Long 
before  these  developments,  however, 
Wisconsin  was  a  little-known  frontier,  a 
temporary  home  to  trappers  passing 
through  in  search  of  beavers  and  other 
animals  bearing  desirable  pelts.  These 
animal  trappers,  and  the  missionaries  who 
followed,  were  primarily  French,  as  this 
land  was  then  a  part  of  New  France.  Ceded 
to  Great  Britain  following  the  French  and 
Indian  Wars  of  the  mid-18th  century, 
Wisconsin  later  passed  to  the  infant  United 
States  as  part  of  Britain's  settlement  after 


the  War  of  Independence.  Largely  ignored, 
Wisconsin  attained  greater  importance  to 
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Americans  when  threatened  by  another  war 
with  Britain  from  1812-15.  In  the  1820s, 
large  deposits  of  lead  were  discovered  in 
the  southwestern  part  of  Wisconsin,  which 
by  then  was  included  within  the  Michigan 
Territory.  The  new  mining  industry 
brought  a  flood  of  prospectors  to  comple¬ 
ment  the  established  fur  trade.  As  the 
number  of  white  people  in  the  region  grew, 
conflict  with  the  native  population  was 
inevitable.  In  a  series  of  engagements 
known  collectively  as  the  Blackhawk  Wars, 
these  inhabitants  were  either  subdued  or 
driven  away.  Now  important  enough  to  be 
a  territory  in  its  own  right,  Wisconsin  was 
so  named  in  1836.  Its  first  governor,  Henry 
Dodge,  assumed  his  office  on  Independence 
Day,  July  4. 

The  centennial  of  this  event  in  1936  was 
marked  by  a  number  of  celebrations  around 
the  state.  Almost  as  an  afterthought,  the 
Wisconsin  Centennial  Commission 
appointed  a  Coinage  Committee  to  seek  a 
commemorative  half  dollar,  sales  of  which 
would  aid  in  funding  various  activities 
associated  with  the  anniversary.  The  bill 
approving  this  issue  was  not  passed  until 
May  15,  1936,  and  it  included  two  other 
commemorative  coins  marking  the 
centennial  of  Bridgeport,  Connecticut  and 
the  tercentenary  of  Swedish  settlement  in 
Delaware.  All  three  coins  recognized 
events  of  purely  local  or  regional 
significance  and  were  scarcely  worthy  of 
commemoration  on  U.S.  coinage,  yet  this 
was  1936,  the  peak  year  for  promoting  such 
issues. 

Wisconsin's  Coinage  Committee  had 
already  chosen  a  young  university  art 
student  to  prepare  models  based  on  their 
concept.  This  included  the  territorial  seal 
on  one  side  and  a  badger  (part  of  the  state 
seal)  on  the  other.  David  Parsons'  models, 
however,  were  unacceptable  to  the  Mint, 
since  they  were  in  very  high  relief.  Asked 
by  the  committee  to  name  a  suitable 
replacement,  the  Mint  referred  the  matter  to 


the  Commission  of  Fine  Arts,  which 
recruited  sculptor  Benjamin  Hawkins  of 
New  York.  Given  just  three  weeks  to 
complete  his  models,  Hawkins  proved  up  to 
the  task.  They  were  submitted  to  the  Mint 
on  June  3,  1936  and  approved  by  the 
Commission  of  Fine  Arts  two  days  later. 

The  obverse  of  the  Wisconsin  half  dollar 
depicts  a  badger  in  profile,  facing  left  and 
perched  upon  a  log.  Behind  it,  arranged 
vertically,  are  three  arrows,  symbolizing  the 
three  engagements  of  the  Blackhawk  Wars, 
and  an  olive  branch,  denoting  the  peace 
which  followed.  The  statutory  motto  IN 
GOD  WE  TRUST  is  crowded  into  the  space 
between  these  symbols  E  PLURIBUS 
UNUM  and  LIBERTY  are  arranged  in  arc 
form  above  and  below,  respectively. 
UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA  and  HALF 
DOLLAR  are  inscribed  around  the 
periphery.  Hawkins'  small  initial  H  is 
below  the  log.  The  reverse  depicts  the  old 
territorial  seal,  with  a  disembodied  arm 
holding  a  pickaxe  suspended  above  a  pile  of 
lead  ore.  The  inscription  4th  DAY  OF  JULY 
ANNO  DOMINI  1836  is  arranged  in  three 
lines  (the  Latin  part  seemingly  unneces¬ 
sary).  Encircling  the  coin's  periphery  is  the 
legend  WISCONSIN  TERRITORIAL  CEN¬ 
TENNIAL  and  the  date  1936,  these 
separated  by  stars. 

The  legislation  for  this  com  specified  a 
minimum  mintage  of  25,000  but  no 
maximum.  The  Centennial  Commission 
wisely  opted  to  take  a  conservative  course, 
and  just  25,015  pieces  were  coined  at  the 
Philadelphia  Mint  in  July  of  1936  (the  odd 
15  coins  were  reserved  for  assay  and  were 
later  destroyed).  As  the  Wisconsin  Centen¬ 
nial  celebration  at  the  state  capital  of 
Madison  ran  from  June  27  to  July  5,  it's 
doubtful  that  any  coins  were  available  at 
that  time.  Advance  orders  may  have  been 
taken  there,  as  Q.  David  Bowers  related  that 
a  number  of  coins  were  sold  during  the  fair. 
Most,  however,  were  likely  sold  through  the 
efforts  of  the  Coin  Committee,  which 
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offered  them  by  mail  at  $1.50  apiece.  This 
body  was  announcing  their  sale  as  early  as 
April,  before  the  enabling  act  had  even 
passed!  Due  to  their  late  arrival  and  limited 
appeal  outside  Wisconsin,  sales  were  less 
than  stellar,  and  huge  quantities  remained 
unsold  at  year's  end.  Ten  years  later,  these 
coins  could  still  be  purchased  from  the  State 
Historical  Society  at  the  discounted  price  of 
$1.25  per  coin  when  ordered  in  groups  of 
ten.  By  1952  the  remaining  specimens  had 
been  raised  in  price  to  $3,  plus  postage. 
This  supply  was  eventually  exhausted 
sometime  during  the  1950s.  Due  to  its 
prolonged  distribution,  small  hoards  of 
Wisconsin  halves  were  accumulated  and 
may  still  exist. 

As  so  many  coins  of  this  issue  were 
apparently  sold  to  collectors  and 
speculators  long  after  1936,  nearly  all 
Wisconsin  halves  are  in  mint  state;  coins 
grading  EF-AU  are  seldom  encountered. 
Examples  in  grades  MS-60  through  MS-65 
are  easily  located,  although  the  latter  carries 
a  large  premium  over  lesser  grades.  Many 
specimens  will  show  abrasions,  contact 
marks,  slide  marks  (from  coin  albums),  the 
effects  of  harsh  cleaning  and  other  flaws 
which  detract  from  their  desirability.  Points 
to  check  for  wear  include  the  miner's  hand 
and  the  badger's  shoulder. 

Unlike  many  commemoratives  coined 
during  John .  Sinnock's  tenure  as  Chief 


Engraver,  no  proofs  have  surfaced  of  this 
design.  Sinnock  was  a  connoisseur  of  such 
pieces  and  usually  had  one  or  two  made  to 
his  order;  these  may  yet  turn  up.  If  they  do, 
they'll  likely  be  of  the  dull,  matte  finish  that 
he  favored. 

Wisconsin  halves  were  sold  primarily  by 
mail  and  were  shipped  in  generic, 
cardboard  holders  that  contained  slots  for 
up  to  five  coins.  Apparently,  no  literature 
accompanied  the  coins,  nor  were  the 
holders  themselves  printed.  Orders  of  just 
one  or  two  coins  were  wrapped  in  tissue 
paper  and  shipped  in  envelopes  that  were 
imprinted  as  follows;  L.  M.  HANKS,  FIRST 
NATIONAL  BANK  BUILDING,  MADI¬ 
SON,  WISC.  or  were  rubber-stamped 
AFTER  10  DAYS  RETURN  TO  STATE 
SUPERINTENDENT,  STATE  CAPITOL, 
MADISON,  WISC.  These  envelopes  are 
collectibles  in  their  own  right. 

SPECIFICATIONS: 

Diameter:  30.6  millimeters 

Weight:  12.5  grams 

Composition:  .900  silver,  .100  copper 

Edge:  Reeded 

Net  Weight:  .36169  ounce  pure  silver 


Free  Membership  in  the 
Society  for  U.S.  Commemorative  Coins? 

All  you  need  to  do  is  write  a  4-page*  or  larger  original  article  on  U.S.  Commemoratives  for  The 
Commemorative  Trail.  We  will  credit  members  $5  per  page*  (as  printed  in  the  journal)  up  to  $20 
membership  credit  per  person  per  year.  Short  articles  are  also  welcome! 
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20  Formidable  U.S.  Commemorative  Questions! 
How  many  can  you  answer  correctly?  Part  2 


by  Anthony  J.  Swiatek 

Editor’s  Note: 

In  the  last  issue  we  ran  the  first  ten  tough  questions.  Now,  we  will  finish  with  the  last  ten 
tough  questions  for  this  issue.  If  you  answered  all  correctly,  you  most  likely:  (1)  Looked 
at  the  answers  first  (2)  Guessed  correctly  (3)  Asked  your  wife  for  the  answers  (4)  Know 
U.S.  commemorative  trivia.  Answers  are  on  the  inside  back  cover. 

1  1 .  The  two  US  commemoratives  1892-2001  which  include  PRIVATE  ADVERTISING  in  their 
original  designs  are:  Clue:  Think  JEWELRY. 

A)  The  1892-1893  Columbian  and  Franklin  Vi  Dollars 

B)  The  1926  Sesquicentenmal  and  Franklin  IT  Dollars 

C)  The  1926  Sesquicentenmal  50c  and  1999  Dolly  Madison  Dollar 

D)  The  1935-1936  San  Diego  and  1925-S  California  Jubilee  IT  Dollars 

E)  None  of  the  above 

12.  I  was  the  first  President  of  the  United  States  of  America  to  appear  on  our  commemorative 
coinage  and  later  our  circulating  coinage.  My  name  is: 

A)  George  Washington 

B)  Abe  Lincoln 

C)  Wm.  McKinley 

D)  Thomas  Jefferson 

E)  Walter  Ostromecki 

13.  I  was  the  first  President  of  our  great  nation  to  appear  on  a  commemorative  half  dollar  and 
first  to  appear  on  our  circulating  coinage.  My  name  is: 

A)  George  Washington 

B)  Ulysses  S.  Grant 

C)  Abe  Lincoln 

D)  Calving  Coohdge 

E)  Steamer  Stanley 

14.  I,  Jo  Mora,  designed  the  1925-S  California  Jubilee  while  my  friend  Jacques  Schnier  designed 
the  1936-S  Bay  Bridge.  Who  created  the  1935-1936  California  Pacific  Expo  San  Diego  issue? 

A)  Charles  Keck 

B)  Charles  Barber 

C)  Robert  1.  Akin 

D)  George  T.  Morgan 

E)  Walter  Breen 

1 5  It  was  the  first  non-human  to  be  portrayed  on  the  commemorative  coinage  of  the  USA.  I  am: 


18 


A)  A  horse 

B)  A  dolphin 

C)  An  owl 

D)  A  badger 

1 6.  I  am  the  first  Monster  -  not  of  the  human  kind  that  some  of  us  might  label  in  California  to 
be  portrayed  on  U.S.  commemorative  coinage.  Who  am  I? 

A)  Badger 

B)  Mountain  lion 

C)  Whale 

D)  Dolphin 

E)  Hippocampus 

F)  You  name  the  human  monster! 

17.  I  designed  the  famous  Peace  Dollar  struck  intermittently  from  1921  through  1935.  What 
U.S.  commemorative  did  I  design?  Clue:  My  first  name  is  Anthony. 

A)  The  1921  Missouri  U  Dollar 

B)  The  1921  Pilgrim  IT  Dollar 

C)  The  1922  Grant  Memorial  issues 

D)  The  1920  Maine  14  Dollar 

E)  The  1921  Alabama  14  Dollar 

18.  I  said,  "There  is  a  sucker  bom  every  minute."  What  U.S.  commem  portrays  my  likeness? 

A)  The  Lynchburg  14  Dollar 

B)  The  Robmson-Arkansas  14  Dollar 

C)  The  Maryland  14  Dollar 

D)  The  Bridgeport  14  Dollar 

E)  None  of  the  above 

19.  I  am  the  first  commemorative  coin  to  portray  the  great  North  Western  American  bison.  (The 
buffalo  is  native  to  Europe,  Eurasia  and  Africa.)  Who  am  I? 

A)  The  1991  Mt.  Rushmore  14  Dollar 

B)  The  1999  Yellowstone  National  Park  Dollar. 

C)  The  2001  Buffalo  Dollar 

D)  The  1997  Botanic  Garden  Dollar 

E)  The  1913  Buffalo  Nickel 

20.  This  actual  person  is  depicted  on  the  obverse  and  reverse  of  two  different  commemorative 
coins  having  two  different  denominations.  Who  is  he?  Clue:  I  am  depicted  standing  up  in  a 
means  of  transport. 

A)  Daniel  Boone 

B)  Wm  McKinley 

C)  Ulysses  S.  Grant 

D)  George  Washington 

E)  Jackie  Robinson 
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O1?0<5ON  TPAIL 

HALF  PCLLAF 

BY  BOB  VAN  FYZIN 


Below  is  something  from  a  speech  I  gave  on  the  Oregon  Trail  half  dollar  at  a 
society  meeting  sometime  in  the  past. 


I  began  the  first  article  I  ever  wrote  on  the 
Oregon  Trail  half  dollar  with  the  declara¬ 
tion  that:  "The  'Ezra  Meeker"  coin  was  one 
of  the  most  beautiful  and  historically 
significant  coins  struck  by  the  U.S.  Mint." 

Despite  the  fact,  as  most  commemorative 
collectors  know,  it  was  an  exploited  series, 
which  dragged  on  for  years,  draining 
collectors'  pocketbooks,  I  still  believe  this  is 
basically  correct.  The  story  of  its  true 
purpose  and  of  its  most  dedicated 
supporter,  pioneer  Ezra  Meeker,  is  one 
everyone  should  keep  in  mind  when  they 
consider  the  merits  of  any  commemorative 
coin.  It  was  Ezra  Meeker  who  almost  single- 
handedly  pushed  the  coin's  authorization 
through  Congress.  It  was  Ezra  Meeker 
who  did  more  than  anyone  else  to  see  that 
the  2,000  miles  of  the  Oregon  Trail  were 
properly  marked  so  that  future  generations 
would  remember  the  heroism  of  those  who 
traveled  the  famous  trail  on  their  way  to  the 
Pacific  Coast  during  the  1850s. 

Meeker  is  best  remembered  for  a  journey 
he  made  in  1906.  At  76  years  of  age,  and 
against  the  advise  of  family  and  friends,  he 
set  out  from  his  home  in  Washington  state 
to  re-travel  the  Oregon  Trail.  It  was  a  trip 
he  had  made  before,  only  in  the  other 
direction.  As  54  years  earlier  he  had 


followed  the  Oregon  Trail  with  his  wife  and 
their  one-year-old  son  as  part  of  the  great 
immigration  westward  sparked  by  the 
California  Gold  Rush. 

Meeker  felt  that  he  had  to  commemorate 
the  trail  that  meant  so  much  to  him  and 
thousands  of  others,  many  of  whom  lost 
their  lives  en  route.  So,  with  just  a  home- 
built  prairie  schooner,  two  oxen  to  pull  it, 
and  his  pet  dog,  Meeker  began  his  incred¬ 
ible  several-thousand  mile  trek.  In  towns 
along  the  trail,  Meeker  erected  monuments 
and  gave  dedication  speeches.  When  he  ran 
short  of  money,  he  had  his  hail  journal 
printed,  calling  it  "The  Ox  Team  or  the  Old 
Oregon  Trail."  He  sold  copies  of  the  book 
for  50  cents  in  clothbound  and  25  cents  for 
the  paperbound.  He  also  printed  his  own 
souvenir  postcards,  many  of  which  can  still 
be  purchased  today. 

Meeker  wrote  that  the  purpose  of  his  trip 
was  "to  perpetuate  the  identity  of  the  hail 
made  by  the  early  sturdy  pioneers,  the 
battle-ground  of  peace,  to  honor  the 
memories  of  these  true  heroes  and  to  kindle 
in  the  breasts  of  the  rising  generahon  a 
flame  of  patriotic  sentiment,  this  expedition 
was  undertaken." 

Throughout  the  journal  are  details  of  his 
many  stops.  Although  Meeker  complained 
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that  there  was  little  initial  support  for  his 
retracing  the  Oregon  Trail  and  its  marking, 
along  the  way  he  was  often  greeted  by 
enthusiastic  townsfolk  and  children  who 
often  raised  collections  of  cents  to  aid  in  the 
cause. 

For  example,  at  Ladd's  Canyon,  in 
Oregon,  he  wrote: 

"Camp  No.  34,  April  11.  We  left  La  Grand  at 
7:30  a.m.  and  brought  an  inscribed  stone 
with  us  to  set  up  at  intersection  near  the 
mouth  of  Ladd's  Canyon,  eight  miles  out 
from  La  Grand.  At  1  o'clock  the  school  near 
by  came  in  a  body,  and  several  residents  to 
see  and  hear.  The  children  sang  "Columbia, 
the  Gem  of  the  Ocean,"  after  I  talked  to 
them  for  a  few  moments,  closing  by  all 
singing  "America"  and  we  photographed 
the  scene.  Each  child  brought  a  stone  and 
cast  it  upon  the  pile  surrounding  the  base  of 
the  monument." 

At  Baker  City,  Oregon,  he  wrote: 

"The  citizens  of  Baker  City  lent  a  willing  ear 
to  the  suggestion  to  erect  a  monument  on 
the  high  school  ground  to  perpetuate  the 
memory  of  the  old  trail  and  to  honor  the 
pioneers  who  made  it,  although  the  trail  is 
off  to  the  north  six  miles.  A  fine  granite 
shaft  was  provided  and  dedicated  while  I 
tarried,  and  an  inscribed  stone  marker  set  in 
the  trail.  Eight  hundred  school  children 
contributed  an  aggregate  of  $60  to  place  a 
children's  bronze  tablet  on  this  shaft.  The 
money  for  this  work  was  placed  in  the 
hands  of  the  school  directors.  Two  thousand 
people  participated  in  the  ceremony  of 
dedication  on  the  19th,  and  all  were  proud 
of  the  work.  A  wave  of  genuine  enthusiasm 
prevailed,  and  many  of  the  audience 
lingered  long  after  the  exercises  were  over. 

"A  photograph  of  the  Old  Timer  [Meeker] 
was  taken  after  the  ceremonies  of  the 
dedication,  and  many  a  moistened  eye 
attested  the  interest  taken  in  the  impromptu 


reunion."  His  travels  eventually  brought 
him  to  Washington,  D.C.,  where  he  met 
with  Teddy  Roosevelt  and  received  a 
pledge  of  federal  funds  for  marking  the 
trail.  Meeker  would  repeat  portions  of  the 
trip  in  1912,  in  1916  by  auto  and  in  1926  by 
air.  On  April  27,  1926,  he  appeared  before 
the  Senate's  Committee  on  Banking  and 
Currency.  Then  96  years  old  (and  president 
of  the  Oregon  Trail  Memorial  Association), 
Meeker  went  before  the  committee  to  try 
and  secure  passage  of  Public  Law  235, 
which  authorized  the  striking  of  not  more 
than  6  million  Oregon  Trail  half  dollars. 

By  that  time,  opposition  to  the  striking  of 
commemorative  coins  was  growing. 
Treasury  Secretary  Andrew  Mellon  sent  a 
letter  to  the  committee  saying:  "In  my 
judgement  the  corns  should  not  be  com¬ 
mercialized  to  finance  any  project  or  to 
commemorate  any  other  event  than  those  of 
national  importance  to  all  people." 

Appearing  before  the  committee. 
Assistant  Treasury  Secretary  Charles  S. 
Dewey  expanded  on  the  Treasury's 
objections.  Dewey  told  the  committee  that 
commem-orative  coins  were  becoming  a 
burden  for  the  Mint.  He  cited  poor  sales  as 
one  of  his  main  objections,  saying  that  of 
300,000  Fort  Vancouver  half  dollars  minted, 
only  5  percent  had  been  sold.  He  went  on  to 
push  the  Treasury  view  that  medals  should 
be  issued  for  the  Oregon  Trail  rather  than 
coins.  Spurred  by  the  fact  that  the  executive 
committee  of  the  Oregon  Trail  Memorial 
Association  had  already  voted  down  such  a 
proposal,  Meeker  stood  firm.  He  pointed 
out  that  the  1925  Stone  Mountain  half  dollar 
boasted  sales  in  excess  of  $2  million  and,  he 
said,  his  commemorative  would  have  a 
"vastly  greater  clientage." 

Meeker  also  told  the  committee  that  he 
had  already  received  a  pledge  of  support 
from  the  Daughters  of  the  Revolution  and 
several  other  civic  and  church  organ¬ 
izations. 

Continued  on  page  36 
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Stone  Mountain 


By  Bill  Fivaz,  ANA  LM-1 100 


(Editor's  Note:  Text  and  photos  of  Bill's  slide  program  will  be  presented  over  several  issues  of 
the  TRAIL.  As  noted  above,  this  is  the  second  part.) 


Photos  continued  from  the  last  issue. 

PHOTO  8 

Kentucky  256.  As  on  the  previous  coin,  the  “2”  has  a  flat  base,  curled  top  and  a  small  ball  serif 
at  the  top.  The  “6”  also  has  the  diagnostic  small  ball  serif  at  the  top.  Only  5  from  this  state  have 
been  reported. 


?? 


PHOTO  9 

Louisiana  25  (“G.L.”).  Yet  another  “G.L.”,  and  as  others,  on  a  low-numbered  coin. 


PHOTO  10 

Louisiana  159.  The  flat  bottom  and  parallel  top  serif  on  the  “1”  are  characteristic  of  these 
numbers  on  all  coins  in  this  series. 
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PHOTO  11 

Mississippi  138.  A  rather  difficult  state  to  find  with  the  counterstamp  (only  10  reported).  Note 
that  none  of  the  letters  have  serifs,  another  diagnostic  to  check  for. 


PHOTO  12 

North  Carolina  3  (“S. Here  we  see  the  first  f  the  “S.L.”  punches,  this  one  on  a  number  3 

coin 
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PHOTO  13 

North  Carolina  360.  Again,  no  serifs  on  any  of  the  letters. 


Oklahoma  57  (G.L.).  This  is  one  of  the  easier  states  to  find,  with  36  reported  as  of  early  2002 


PHOTO  15 

Oklahoma  241 . 


PHOTO  16 

South  Carolina  146.  Only  14  from  this  state  have  been  reported. 
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PHOTO  17 

Tennessee  125. 
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PHOTO  18 

Tennessee  164.  Another  state  with  25  reported 


&  Commemoratives 


You  know  that  all  potatoes  have  eyes,  and  commemoratives  do  not. 


Well,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Potato  had  eyes  for  each 
other,  and  finally  they  got  married,  and  had 
a  little  sweet  potato,  they  called  ‘Yam’.  Of 
course,  they  wanted  the  best  for  Yam. 
When  it  was  time,  they  told  her  about  the 
facts  of  life.  They  warned  her  about  going 
out  and  getting  half-baked,  so  she  wouldn’t 
get  accidentally  mashed,  and  get  a  bad 
name  for  herself  like  ‘Hot  Potato’,  and  end 
up  with  a  bunch  of  Tater  Tots. 

Yam  said  not  to  worry,  no  Spud  would  get 
her  into  the  sack  and  make  a  rotten  potato 
out  of  her!  But  on  the  other  hand  she 
wouldn't  stay  home  and  become  a  Couch 
Potato,  either.  She  would  get  plenty  of 
exercise  so  she  would  be  skinny  like  her 
Shoestring  cousins.  When  she  went  off  to 
Europe,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Potato  told  Yam  to 
watch  out  for  the  Hard  Boiled  guys  from 
Ireland.  And  the  greasy  guys  from  France 


called  the  French  Fries.  And  when  she  went 
out  west,  to  watch  out  for  the  Indians,  so 
she  wouldn’t  get  scalloped. 

Yam  said  she  would  stay  on  the  straight  and 
narrow  and  wouldn’t  associate  with  high 
class  Yukon  Golds,  or  the  ones  from  the 
other  side  of  the  tracks  who  advertise  their 
trade  on  all  the  trucks  that  say  Frito  Lay.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Potato  sent  Yam  to  Idaho  P.U. 
(Potato  University)  so  that  when  she 
graduated  she’d  really  be  in  the  Chips.  But 
in  spite  of  all  they  did  for  her,  Yam  came 
home  one  day  and  announced  she  was 
going  to  marry  Tom  Brokaw,  thinking  he 
collected  U.S.  commemorative  coins.  Tom 
Brokaw!  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Potato  were  very 
upset.  They  told  Yam  she  couldn't  possibly 
marry  Tom  Brokaw,  because  he’s  just  a 
COMMON  TATER! 


ANA  Past  President 
Robert  Campbell  (R) 

with 

Gary  Beedon  (L) 
at  a  recent 
Long  Beach  Coin  Expo 


Photograph  by 
ANA  President 
John  Wilson 
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Citizens  Commemorative  Coin  Advisory  Committee 


Who  is  on  the  committee? 


Our  Current  Members 

Mrs.  Elsie  Sterling  Howard 

Elsie  Sterling  Howard  is  a  life  member  of  the  American  Numismatic  Association  and  inherited 
her  interest  in  coins  from  her  father.  She  is  the  chairperson  of  The  Penn  Fund  for  the  University 
of  Pennsylvania,  having  served  as  the  President  of  Penn's  International  Alumni  Society  for  five 
years  and  as  a  University'  Trustee  for  a  decade.  Currently  she  serves  as  the  chairperson  of  the 
Citizens  Commemorative  Coin  Advisory  Committee,  She  is  chairperson  of  the  Miami  Beach 
Visitor  and  Convention  Authority,  and  is  on  the  governing  board  of  the  Greater  Miami  Visitor 
and  Convention  Bureau. 

Howard  is  special  events  co-chair  of  the  In  the  Garden  Gala  benefiting  the  Sylvester 
Comprehensive  Cancer  Center/ University  of  Miami.  She  a  member  of  the  Alexis  de  Toqueville 
Society'  of  the  United  Way  of  Dade  County  and  she  co-chairs  the  Endowment  Committee.  Mrs. 
Howard  is  principal  and  president  of  Sterling  Public  Relations  in  Miami  Beach,  Florida,  has 
been  married  to  Miami  Beach  real  estate  attorney/  Gene  Howard  since  1969,  and  is  the  mother 
of  three  and  a  grandmother. 

Kenneth  Bressett 

Kenneth  Bressett  has  actively  promoted  the  study  and  hobby  of  numismatics  for  over  50  years. 
His  published  works  on  the  subject  cover  a  wide  range  of  topics  and  extend  from  short  articles 
to  standard  reference  books.  He  is  best  known  as  the  editor  of  A  Guide  Book  of  United  States 
Coins,  which  he  has  revised  for  annual  editions  since  1960. 

Throughout  his  career  he  worked  as  an  author  and  publisher  of  books  and  products  for  coin 
collectors.  As  a  teacher  and  instructor  he  has  taught  the  subject  to  hundreds  of  students 
through  courses  at  Colorado  College,  U.C.L.A.  in  Los  Angeles,  and  Roosevelt  University  in 
Chicago.  From  1983  to  1988,  he  worked  on  the  staff  of  the  American  Numismatic  Association  as 
Director  of  Coin  Authentication,  Educational  Programs.  Subsequently,  he  served  on  the  ANA 
Board  of  Governors,  and  as  Vice  President  and  President. 

In  1966  President  Lyndon  Johnson  appointed  Bressett  to  the  U.S.  Assay  Commission,  and  in 
1996  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  Robert  Rubin  made  him  a  member  of  the  Citizens 
Commemorative  Coin  Advisory  Committee. 


He  is  a  member  of  the  Numismatic  Hall  of  Frame,  and  has  received  numerous  awards  and 
honors  in  recognition  of  his  contributions  and  dedication  to  numismatics. 


Mr.  Thomas  V.  Shockley,  III 

Thomas  V.  Shockley  III,  formerly  president  and  chief  operating  office  of  Central  and  South  West 
Corp.  (CSW),  is  vice  chairman  and  chair  operating  office  of  AEP.  He  has  overall  responsibility 
for  AEP'S  regulated  and  unregulated  businesses  as  well  as  its  engineering  and  technical 
development  operations.  Shockley  joined  Central  Power  and  Light  Company,  the  CSW 
subsidiary,  in  1970  as  an  engineer  and  worked  in  the  planning,  industrial  marketing  and  fuels 
departments  until  1977,  when  he  left  to  pursue  other  interests.  He  rejoined  the  company  in  1983. 
In  1993,  he  was  named  president  and  chief  executive  officer  of  CSW  Enterprises.  He  became 
president  and  chief  operating  office  of  CSW  in  1997  and  held  that  position  until  the  company's 
merge  with  AEP  in  mid-2000. 

A  native  of  Corpus  Christi,  Texas,  Shockley  received  a  Bachelor  of  Science  degree  in  elechical 
engineering  from  Texas  A  &  I  University  in  Kingsville  and  a  mater  of  science  degree  in  electrical 
engineering  from  University  of  Texas  at  Austin. 

Tom  enjoys  workmg  with  the  University  of  Texas  at  Austin's  College  of  Natural  Sciences 
Advisory  Board,  is  a  director  of  the  cowboy  Artists  of  America  Museum,  the  Center  of  Science 
and  Industry,  the  Southeast  Electric  Exchange-  and  also  serves  as  a  member  of  the  Citizens 
Commemorative  Coin  Advisory  Committee  for  the  U.S.  Mint. 

Mr.  Reed  Hawn 

Mr.  Hawn  was  born  in  Corpus  Christi,  Texas.  He  received  a  degree  in  English  from  the 
University  of  Texas  at  Austin.  He  has  been  involved  in  the  oil  and  gas  business,  ranching, 
investments  and  other  businesses  in  Texas.  He  has  been  involved  with  numismatics  for  over 
thirty  years  as  a  collector,  trader,  investor  and  student. 

He  is  a  member  of  many  numismatic  organizations.  He  has  been  a  tramer  of  Arab  horses  for 
many  years  and  belongs  to  many  organizations  concerning  Arabian  Horses.  He  is  a  member  of 
various  committees  of  the  American  Numismatic  Association. 

He  is  a  member  of  many  numismatic  organizations.  He  has  been  a  trainer  of  Arab  horses  for 
many  years  and  belongs  to  many  organizations  concerning  Arabian  Horses.  He  is  a  member  of 
various  committees  of  the  American  Numismatic  Association. 

Charles  Atherton — Non-voting  member 

Mr.  Atherton  serves  on  the  CCCAC  as  a  representative  of  the  Commission  of  Fine  Arts.  He  has 
been  with  the  Commission  for  40  years  and  has  participated  in  the  design  review  of  all  U.S. 
Mint  coins  and  medals  over  that  period  of  time. 
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Former  Members 


Philip  N.  Diehl — Former  Committee  Chair 

Mr.  Diehl  served  as  Director  of  the  United  States  Mint  from  June  1994  through  March  2000. 
Previous  positions  include:  Counselor  to  the  Secretary  and  Chief  of  Staff  at  the  Department  of 
Treasury,  Staff  Director  of  the  Senate  Finance  Committee,  Legislative  Director  for  Senator  Lloyd 
Bentsen,  Vice  President  of  Regulatory  Affairs  at  International  Telecharge  in  Dallas,  Texas  and 
Director  of  Telephone  Regulation,  Texas  Public  Utility  Commission  in  Austin,  Texas. 

Mr.  Diehl  received  his  B.A.  in  Political  Science  and  Economics  from  Austin  College  in  Sherman, 
Texas,  and  his  M.A.  in  Government  from  the  University  of  Texas  at  Austin.  Mr.  Diehl  is 
married  and  has  two  children. 


Elvira  Clain-Stefanelli 

Mrs.  Clain-Stefanelli  was  the  Executive  Director  of  the  National  Numismatic  Collection, 
National  Museum  of  Natural  History/  Smithsonian  Institution,  Washington,  D.C.  Mrs.  Clain- 
Stefanelli  was  the  daughter  of  an  Austrian  Professor  and  was  born  during  World  War  I  in 
Bucharest,  Romania. 

Mrs.  Clain-Stefanelli  grew  up  in  Austria  and  Romania  where  she  studied  history  and  history  of 
art  at  the  Cernauti  University.  She  came  to  the  United  States  in  1951.  She  served  numismatics 
as  a  cataloguer,  researcher,  author,  and  exhibiter  and  as  a  Curator  in  the  Division  of 
Numismatic  at  the  Smithsonian  Institute  for  38  years.  From  1973  she  has  served  as  a  member  of 
the  Presidential  Inaugural  Medal  Committee,  of  the  Bicentennial  Coinage  Committee,  the 
Capitol  Historical  Society's  Medal  Committee  and  various  commemorative  coin  committees. 

Mrs.  Clain-Stefanelli  was  the  author  of  books,  brochures  and  articles  on  history  and 
numismatics.  Two  of  her  books  appeared  in  French  and  German  editions.  An  internationally 
recognized  authority  on  numismatics,  Mrs.  Clain  Stefanelli  died  October  1,  2001,  at  the  age  of 

86. 

David  L.  Ganz 

Formerly  the  President  and  Legislative  Counsel  of  the  American  Numismatic  Association,  Mr. 
Ganz  is  an  Attorney  at  Law,  admitted  to  practice  in  New  York,  New  Jersey,  and  the  District  of 
Columbia,  before  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  The  U.S.  Tax  Court,  federal  and  state 
appellate  and  trial  courts.  He  is  a  member  of  Ganz,  Hollinger  &  Towe,  Esqs.  (New  York)  and 
Ganz  and  Sivin  (New  Jersey). 

He  served  as  a  consultant  to  the  Subcommittee  on  Historic  Preservation  and  Coinage  of  the 
House  Committee  on  Banking,  Housing  and  Urban  Affairs  for  the  94th  and  95th  Congresses.  He 
received  his  BS  from  Georgetown  University,  his  J.D.  from  St.  John's  University  Law  School, 
and  did  postgraduate  work  under  the  LL.M.  Program  with  New  York  University  Law  School. 

Mr.  Ganz  has  written  many  legal  and  numismatic  articles,  many  of  which  have  been  reprinted 
in  the  Congressional  Record  as  well  as  published  in  The  Numismatist.  Mr.  Ganz  has  been 
affiliated  and  involved  with  many  numismatic  and  other  organizations,  and  is  listed  in  Who's 
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Who  in  American  Law,  Who's  Who  in  Industry  and  Finance,  Who's  Who  in  New  Jersey,  and 
Who's  Who  in  the  East. 

Danny  Hoffman 

Mr.  Hoffman  was  the  youngest  member  of  the  committee  at  the  age  of  16.  At  the  time  of  his 
memebership,  he  lived  in  Laurents,  South  Carolina  where  he  attended  school  and  worked  on 
the  school  newspaper. 

He  also  was  employed  by  Belk/Simpson  of  Laurens,  S.C.,  a  department  store  retailer.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  American  Numismatic  Association,  Society  for  U.S.  Commemorative  Coins, 
Young  Numismatics  of  America,  Combined  Organizations  of  Numismatic  Error  Collectors  of 
America,  Fly-In  Club,  Greenville  Coin  Club,  South  Carolina  Numismatic  Association. 

Mr.  Hoffman  has  written  numismatic  articles  which  have  been  published  in  The  Numismatist, 
the  Young  Numismatist  Digest,  and  The  Commemorative  Trail,  and  has  also  written  several 
radio  scripts  for  the  ANA. 


Jules  Reiver 

A  renowned  numismatist  from  Wilmington,  Delaware,  Mr.  Reiver  is  a  retired  mechanical 
engineer  with  an  appreciation  for  numismatics:  He  is  an  expert  in  coinage  and  is  called  on  to 
provide  research  for  estate  sales  and  authentication  of  coins.  He  is  representative  of  the  Mint's 
collector  base. 


Contact  Us 

Phone  Us:  If  you  wish  to  call  us  with  your  comments,  please  call  the  U.S.  Mint  Office  of  Public 
Affairs  at  202-354-7227.  Your  comments  will  be  forwarded  to  our  Committee. 

Write  Us:  Letters  can  be  sent  to  the  CCCAC,  c/o  United  States  Mint,  8th  Floor,  801  9th  Street, 
NW,  Washington,  DC  20220 

Fax  Us:  Fax  your  comments  to  us  at  (202)  756-6200. 

E-Mail  Us:  You  may  send  E-mail  to  us  here.  By  sending  us  email  you  are  stating  that  you  are  at 
least  18  years  old.  (You  must  be 
18  or  older  to  send  us  email). 

Send  Comments:  If  you  would  like  to  comment  anonymously  on  the  U.S.  commemorative 
com  program,  the  CCCAC  or  you  are  under  18,  we  invite  you  to  do  so  in  the  box  immediately 
below.  To  assure  that  your  comments  are  anonymous,  please  DO  NOT  include  your  name, 
address,  telephone  number,  email  address,  or  other  personally-identifying  information. 

From  the  CCACC  Web  site  at  http:  /  /  www.cccaconline.org/  index. cfm 
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Citizens  Commemorative  Coin 
Advisory  Committee  Welcomes 

Two  New  Members 

WASHINGTON,  -  The  United  States  Mint  is  pleased  to  announce  that  Treasury  Secretary  Paul 
O'Neill  has  appointed  two  new  members  to  the  Citizens  Commemorative  Coin  Advisory  Committee 
(CCCAC). 

The  Secretary  has  selected  Ms.  Ute  Wartenberg  as  being  specially  qualified  to  serve  on  the  CCCAC  by 
reason  of  her  experience  in  numismatic  collection  curation  and  numismatics.  Ms.  Wartenberg  will  bring 
a  wealth  of  experience  and  knowledge  to  the  Committee.  Ms.  Wartenberg,  who  currently  serves  as 
Executive  Director  of  the  American  Numismatic  Society,  was  previously  Assistant  Director  of  the 
American  Numismatic  Society,  and  Assistant  Keeper  at  the  British  Museum  (Curator  of  Greek  Coins).  A 
Rhodes  Scholar,  Ms.  Wartenberg  earned  both  M.A.  and  Ph.D.  (Classical  Greek  Literature)  at  Oxford 
University. 

The  Secretary  also  has  selected  Ms.  Connie  Matsui  to  serve  as  one  of  the  Committee’s  three  members 
who  represent  the  interest  of  the  general  public.  In  addition  to  currently  serving  as  National  President  of 
the  Girl  Scouts  of  the  United  States  of  America,  Ms.  Matsui  is  Senior  Vice  President  of  IDEC 
Pharmaceuticals  Corporation,  located  in  San  Diego,  California.  Poor  to  her  position  with  IDEC,  Ms. 
Matsui  served  as  Vice  President  and  Manager  of  Employee  Relations  and  Communications  at  Wells 
Fargo  Bank  in  San  Francisco,  California.  Ms.  Matsui,  who  received  her  MBA  in  Marketing  and  Finance 
from  Stanford  University,  possesses  the  broad  and  varied  experience  and  knowledge  to  serve  as  one  of  the 
American  public’s  voices  on  the  CCCAC. 

Though  all  current  CCCAC  member  terms  have  expired,  the  Secretary  has  appointed  only  two  new 
members  now  to  allow  for  the  gradual  transition  to  new  members.  The  Secretary  will  select  additional 
members  from  the  remaining  candidate  pool  later  this  year.  In  accordance  with  public  law,  current 
members  may  continue  to  serve  until  a  successor  has  been  appointed  and  qualified. 

“I  congratulate  the  newest  members  of  the  CCCAC  on  their  important  appointments,”  said  United 
States  Mint  Director  Henrietta  Holsman  Fore.  “We  look  forward  to  working  with  this  new  group  whose 
combined  experience  can  bring  a  fresh  perspective  to  the  Nation’s  commemorative  com  programs.” 

Established  in  1993,  the  CCCAC  identifies  and  designates  events,  persons,  or  places  the  Committee 
recommends  be  commemorated  by  the  issuance  of  commemorative  coins,  and  makes  recommendations 
with  respect  to  the  mintage  level  for  any  commemorative  com  recommended.  The  Committee  also 
reviews  and  comments  on  proposed  designs  for  commemorative  coins  and  quarter-dollar  coins  issued 
under  the  50  State  Quarters®  Program. 

Membership  consists  of  seven  voting  members  appointed  to  4-year  terms  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury.  Three  members  are  appointed  from  among  individuals  specially  qualified  to  serve  by  reason  of 
their  education,  training  or  experience  in  art,  art  history,  museum  or  numismatic  collection  curation,  or 
numismatics.  Three  members  are  appointed  from  among  individuals  who  will  represent  the  interest  of  the 
general  public.  One  member  is  appointed  from  officers  or  employees  of  the  United  States  Mint  to 
represent  the  interests  of  the  Mint. 

The  Committee  is  subject  to  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  The  United  States  Mint  is 
responsible  for  providing  the  necessary  support  services  for  the  Committee.  Committee  members  are  not 
paid  for  their  time  or  services  but,  consistent  with  Federal  Travel  Regulations,  members  are  reimbursed 
for  their  travel  and  lodging  expenses  to  attend  approximately  two  meetings  each  year. 

Contact:  Press  inquiries:  Michael  White  (202)  354-7222 

Customer  Service  information:  (800)  USA  MINT  (872-6468 
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St^tehocx}  Commemorative  Quarters 


By  Baret  Acosta 


State 

Capital 

Nickname 

Statehood  Date 

1999 

Delaware 

Dover 

Diamond  State 

December  7,  1787 

Pennsylvania 

Harrisburg 

Keystone  State 

December  12,  1787 

New  Jersey 

Trenton 

Garden  State 

December  18,  1787 

Georgia 

Atlanta 

Peach  State 

January  2,  1788 

Connecticut 

Hartford 

Constimtion  State 

January  9,  1 788 

2000 

Massachusetts 

Boston 

Bay  State 

February  6,  1 788 

Maryland 

Annapolis 

Old  Line  State 

April  28,  1788 

South  Carolina 

Columbia 

Palmetto  State 

May  23,  1788 

New  Hampshire 

Concord 

Granite  State 

June  21,  1788 

Virginia 

Richmond 

Old  Dominion 

June  25,  1788 

2001 

New  York 

Albany 

The  Empire  State 

July  26,  1788 

North  Carolina 

Raleigh 

Tarheel  State 

November  21,  1789 

Rhode  Island 

Providence 

Ocean  State 

May  29,  1790 

Vermont 

Montpelier 

Green  Mountain  State 

March  4,  1791 

Kentucky 

Frankfort 

Bluegrass  State 

June  1,  1792 

2002 

Tennessee 

Nashville 

Volunteer  State 

June  1,  1796 

Ohio 

Columbus 

Buckeye  State 

February  19,  1803 

Louisiana 

Baton  Rouge 

Pelican  State 

April  30,  1812 

Indiana 

Indianapolis 

Hoosier  State 

December  11,  1816 

Mississippi 

Jackson 

Magnolia  State 

December  10,  1817 

2003 

Illinois 

Springfield 

The  Prairie  State 

December  3,  1818 

Alabama 

Montgomery 

Heart  of  Dixie,  Cotton 

December  14,  1819 

Maine 

Augusta 

Pine  Tree  State 

March  15,  1820 

Missouri 

Jefferson  City 

Show  Me  State 

August  10,  1821 

Arkansas 

Little  Rock 

Land  of  Opportunity 

June  15,  1836 

2004 

Michigan 

Lansing 

Great  Lake  State 

January  26,  1837 

Florida 

Tallahassee 

Sunshine  State 

March3,  1845 

Texas 

Austin 

Lone  Star  State 

December  29,  1 845 

Iowa 

Des  Moines 

Hawkeye  State 

December  28,  1846 

Wisconsin 

Madison 

Badger  State 

May  29,  1848 

2005 

California 

Sacramento 

Golden  State 

September  9,  1 850 

Minnesota 

St.  Paul 

North  Star  State 

May  11,  1858 

Oregon 

Salem 

Beaver  State 

February  14,  1859 

Kansas 

Topeka 

Sunflower  State 

January  29,  1861 

West  Virginia 

Charleston 

Mountain  State 

June  20,  1 863 

2006 

Nevada 

Carson  City 

Silver  State 

October  31,  1864 

Nebraska 

Lincoln 

Comhusker  State 

March  1,  1867 

Colorado 

Denver 

Centennial  State 

August  1,  1876 

North  Dakota 

Bismarck 

Flickertail/Sioux  State 

November  2,  1889 

South  Dakota 

Pierre 

Sunshine/Coyote  State 

November  2,  1889 

2007 

Montana 

Helena 

Treasure  State 

November  8,  1889 

Washington 

Olympia 

Evergreen  State 

November  11,1 889 

Idaho 

Boise 

Gem  State 

July  3.  1890 

Wyoming 

Cheyenne 

Equality  State 

July  10  1890 

Utah 

Salt  Lake  City 

Beehive  State 

January  4,  1 896 

2008 

Oklahoma 

Oklahoma  City 

Sooner  State 

November  16,  1907 

New  Mexico 

Santa  Fe 

Land  of  Enchantment 

January  6,  1912 

Arizona 

Phoenix 

Grand  Canyon  State 

February  14.  1912 

Alaska 

Juneau 

The  Last  Frontier 

January  3,  1959 

Hawaii 

Honolulu 

Aloha  State 

August  21,  1959 
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(This  has  nothing  to  do  with  numismatics.) 


W  hat  follows  is  a  transcript  of  the  ACTUAL  radio  conversation  between  a  U.S.  naval  ship  and 
Canadian  authorities  off  the  coast  of  Newfoundland. 

^  Canadians:  Please  divert  your  course  1 5  degrees  to  the  south  to  avoid  a  collision. 


Recommend  you  divert  your  course  15  degrees  to  the  north  to  avoid  a  collision. 
Negative.  You  will  have  to  divert  your  course  15  degrees  to  the  south  to  avoid  a 

This  is  the  Captain  of  a  U.S.  Navy  ship.  I  say  again,  divert 
YOUR  course. 

^  Canadians:  No.  I  say  again,  you  divert  YOUR  course. 

%  Americans:  THIS  IS  THE  AIRCRAFT  CARRIER  U.S.S.  LINCOLN,  THE  SECOND 
LARGEST  SHIP  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES  ATLANTIC  FLEET.  WE  ARE  ACCOMPANIED 
BY  THREE  DESTROYERS,  THREE  CRUISERS  AND  NUMEROUS  SUPPORT  VESSELS.  I 
DEMAND  THAT  YOU  CHANGE  YOUR  COURSE  15  DEGREES  NORTH.  I  SAY  AGAIN, 
THAT’S  ONE  FIVE  DEGREES  NORTH,  OR  COUNTER  MEASURES  WILL  BE 
UNDERTAKEN  TO  ENSURE  THE  SAFETY  OF  THIS  SHIP. 


Americans: 

^  Canadians: 

collision. 

^  Americans: 


Canadians:  This  is  a  lighthouse.  Your  call. 


Oregon  Trail  from  page  21 

Unfortunately,  for  Meeker  and  his  associa¬ 
tion,  the  Oregon  Trail  half  dollar  did  not  do 
as  well  as  they  had  hoped.  During  the  13 
years  of  its  minting,  a  little  more  than 
200,000  coins  were  released.  By  contrast,  the 
Stone  Mountain  half  dollar  reached 
1,314,709. 

Meeker  died  in  1928,  at  the  age  of  98. 
He  lived  to  see  150  monuments  erected 


along  the  Oregon  Trail.  His  greatest  legacy, 
which  was  promoted  during  its  first  year  of 
issue  as  the  "Ezra  Meeker"  coin,  is  still 
available  to  collectors  and,  with  its 
depiction  of  a  Native  American  trying  to 
halt  the  west-ward  advance  and  a  prairie 
schooner,  is  today  considered  one  of  the 
most  artistic  U.S.  coins  ever  minted. 
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Answers  to  the  Second  Ten  Questions 


By  Anthony  J.  Swiatek 

1 1 .  (C)  The  Liberty  Bell  -  Pass  and  Stow  as  seen  on  the  1926  Sesqui  Vi  Dollar  reverse;  (also  the  regular 
circulating  Franklin  Vi  Dollar)  reverse  Liberty  Bell  designed  by  John  Ray  Sinnock  and  the  1999  Dolley 
Madison  commemorative  silver  dollar  which  bears  Tiffany  &  Co.  -  T  &  Co  hallmark  on  both  sides  of  the 
com  -  they  designed. 

12.  (A)  Geo.  Washington  on  the  1900  Lafayette  Dollar  and  later  on  the  1932  quarter.  The  question  noted 
commem  coinage  not  half  dollar,  etc. 

13.  (C)  Abe  Lincoln  on  the  1918  Illinois  Centennial  Vi  Dollar. 

14.  (C)  Robert  E.  Akin.  Akin  also  designed  the  gold  $50  round  and  octagonal  issues. 

15.  (A)  The  horse  as  seen  on  the  1 900  Lafayette  Dollar  reverse. 

16.  (D)  The  hippocampus  is  the  mythical  sea  monster  which  appears  on  the  obverse  of  the  gold  $2-1/2 
Panama  Pacific  issue  and  not  any  other  person  depicted  on  our  commemorative  that  resembles  a  human 
monster  you  may  know. 

17.  (D)  Anthony  de  Francisci  designed  the  1920  Maine  Centennial  Vi  Dollar. 

18.  (D)  P.  T.  Bamum,  Bridgeport's  best-known  citizen  is  shown  on  the  obverse. 

19.  (A)  The  1991  Mt.  Rushmore  Vi  Dollar  reverse. 

20.  (D)  George  Washington  is  pictured  on  both  sides  of  the  1900  Lafayette  Dollar,  as  well  as  the  1999 
New  Jersey  50-State  Quarter.  He  is  the  man  standing  in  the  boat  with  crew  crossing  the  Delaware  River 
from  Pennsylvania  into  New  Jersey. 


Membership  Application 

Socicru  For  CIS.  CommemoRdrivc  Coins 

I  hereby  apply  for  membership  in  the  Society  for  U.S.  Commemorative  Coins 
(SUSCC),  subject  to  the  bylaws  of  said  Society. 

Membership  runs  from  January  1st  to  December  31st  of  each  year. 

Annual  Dues:  $20.00  per  adult  and  $10.00  per  Junior  (Age  17  and  under). 


Name 


Address 


City 


State  and  Zip  Code 


Daytime  Telephone  Number 


Signature  of  Applicant 


Date 


Signature  and  Membership  Number  of  Sponsor  (optional) 


Birth  Date  (Junior  Members) 


Signature  of  Parent  or  Guardian  (Junior  Members) 


Enclose  dues  with  your  application  (copy  ok)  and  send  to: 

SUSCC,  P.O.  Box  2335,  Huntington  Beach,  CA  92647 


